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Information about the call
LEO Foundation Serendipity grants

3

Award amount and duration: Up to DKK 4 million for up to two years 

Call opens: 2 June 2023

Application deadline: 24 August 2023 at 4 PM CEST

Application notification: November 2023

Earliest grant start date: 1 January 2024

Latest grant start date: 1 January 2025

https://leo-foundation.org/en/grants-and-awards/serendipity-grants/

Contact:

Lars Kruse
Senior Scientific Officer
Phone: +45 30 46 42 91
E-mail: lars.kruse@leo-foundation.org

Signe Rømer Holm
Scientific Officer
Phone: +45 53 70 66 18
E-mail: signe.holm@leo-foundation.org
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https://leo-foundation.org/en/grants-and-awards/serendipity-grants/
mailto:lars.kruse@leo-foundation.org
mailto:signe.holm@leo-foundation.org


Purpose
The purpose of the Serendipity grants is to enable explorative investigations of novel
and unexpected, i.e., serendipitous, discoveries made by current LEO Foundation
grantees in the natural course of experiments performed during their active LEO
Foundation-funded project. The discovery should be different in scope from the
original project and may also reside outside the primary research focus of the
applicant. The discovery, and hence the proposal, should be at an early stage of
maturity where it would be unlikely to receive support via other LEO Foundation
funding instruments. 

LEO Foundation Serendipity
grants 2023

4

Supported areas of research
Serendipity grants may be used for exploring novel discoveries or ideas within all aspects of life
science research from basic understanding of molecular principles over translational and
epidemiological studies to clinical implementation and technology development. Importantly, the
discovery or idea must be born out of the applicant’s work on an existing LEO Foundation-funded
research project. The grant cannot be used for for-profit purposes.
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Eligibility - who can apply
All LEO Foundation grantees holding an active grant may apply for a Serendipity grant. 

The evaluation process
All Serendipity grant applications submitted will be administratively screened for eligibility and
mandatory requirements.

If approved as eligible, the application will undergo external review by the LEO Foundation’s
Scientific Evaluation Committee. 

https://leo-foundation.org/en/grants-and-awards/research-grants/#sec
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Layman’s summary (max 1,500 characters incl. spaces): Please provide an easy-to-read lay-man
summary of the proposal, suitable for publication. Please structure according to the following
headers: Discovery/idea; Project plan; Potential impact. Ensure that no sensitive or confidential
data is disclosed.

Background (max 4,000 characters incl. spaces): Please briefly describe how the serendipitous
discovery or idea was conceived, its novelty in relation to existing knowledge and why exploring
it further is appropriate under the Serendipity grants program.

Project strategy and approach (max 12,000 characters incl. spaces): Please describe here how
you envision the serendipitous idea/discovery to be further explored, preferably structured by a
logic set of high-level aims/work packages. Please include considerations on how potential
confounders or bias will be handled as well as mitigation plans if the primary approach fails.

Project literature references (max 5,000 characters incl. spaces): Please provide a complete list
of literature referenced in the proposal. Where possible include a direct link to a relevant
database (Scopus, PubMed or other).

Project team and resources (max 1,500 characters incl. spaces): Please describe the key
scientific competencies of the project group members relevant for the proposal as well as your
access to essential resources, including core infrastructure, needed for successful completion.

Project significance and impact (max 1,500 characters incl. spaces): Please describe the
relevance of the proposal, including how the knowledge gained may benefit future scientific
endeavors within the field and, if relevant, how you envision that it may eventually improve
clinical care and/or treatment of patients. 

Application content
The application in its entirety including all appendices must be written in English.

The project plan should be laid out under the tab Project Details as follows:

The discovery will be evaluated on novelty, validity as target for further exploration and
suitability for support within the Serendipity program.

The research plan will be evaluated based on how well it is designed to support further
maturation of the initial idea or discovery, to what extent it demonstrates the use of relevant
resources (scientific capacity and critical infrastructure) and to what extent the proposal is
groundbreaking or represents a high risk/high gain approach.

The possible outcome(s)/impact of the proposed explorative study will be evaluated based on
the strength of the anticipated results as described in the application to form a successful basis
for further investigations and the potential to lead to full-scale scientific or clinical
breakthroughs. 

Evaluation criteria
The proposal will be evaluated based upon three main criteria – the discovery, the proposed
research plan, and the potential outcome(s)/impa three main criteria – the discovery, the proposed
research plan, and the potential outcome(s)/impact:ct:
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Academic employment(s)
Education
Academic Awards and recognition
Teaching, supervision, and mentoring experience
Short description of main scientific focus area
List of current active funding (funder, title, and total amount (including information on
applicant’s share in %, if shared)
Short bibliographic overview summarizing total number of peer-reviewed publications, number
of first and last/corresponding authorships, number of citations, and h-index
Detailed list of Top 10 publications by applicant (including doi or direct link to relevant database,
e.g., Scopus, Pubmed or similar)

Mandatory appendices
Please upload your CV and a graphical visualization of the proposal as mandatory attachments (see
below for details).

Requirements for mandatory attachments:

CV (maximum five pages) structured in the following order: 

1-page graphical visualization of the current proposal structured by 1) Description of the
serendipitous discovery in the setting of the currently funded project, 2) High-level suggestive
approach for the exploration and 3) Anticipated outcome(s) (See here for suggestive examples).

Salary and mandatory benefits for main applicant
Salary and mandatory benefits for project-group members (scientific and technical)
Running costs / operating expenses incl. bench fees
Equipment
Publication costs
Travel and conference expenses (conference support only for active participation)
Indirect administrative costs up to 5%

Funding
A Serendipity grant has an upper limit of DKK 4 million. Funding may be requested for the following
items:

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/tools-and-resources/graphical-abstract
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User registration
If you access the system for the first time you will need to create a user account. Upon
initial registration you will receive an email with an activation link which must be
activated within two hours to confirm your account. In case you exceed this limit, you may
request a new from the “Forgot password” link. If you are a returning user, simply log in
with your existing credentials. Remember that your password will need renewal every 90
days. 

Completing your profile
Once logged in you will need to complete all mandatory fields of your user account profile
before you can create applications for any open calls. In addition to the mandatory fields,
we recommend that you add your academic or business title under “Job title”. Your
profile can be accessed by clicking the circle with your Initials in the top right corner of the
dashboard. 

Creating an application
First, you will need to identify the correct call. Current calls (recently closed, active and
coming) can be found in the list at the bottom of your dashboard when logged in but only
the active can be accessed. Some of these calls may include a very short eligibility quiz.
You create a draft application for an active call by pressing “Apply Now” for that call. Once
created, you can edit the application and save changes at any time until the submission
deadline for the related call.

NOTE: Remember to press “Save draft” to save any changes.

Structure of the application form
The application form consists of several sub-sections (tabs) which are explained in detail
below. For most fields there are guidance and/or tooltips available within the system. If
you experience any problems, feel free to contact the LEO Foundation at
applications@leofoundation.org. Please note that the text fields only accept plain text
formatting so any rich text formatting which is copied in will be lost.

How to submit an application
All applications must be submitted through the online portal LEOnora (https://leo-
foundation.smartsimple.ie)

http://www.leo-foundation.smartsimple.ie/s_Login.jsp
http://www.leo-foundation.smartsimple.ie/s_Login.jsp
mailto:applications@leofoundation.org
https://leo-foundation.smartsimple.ie/
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Section 1, Applicant details: This tab is partly auto-populated from the user account
profile. Optionally, you can indicate your nationality.

Section 2, Project information: This tab includes information on the original project on
which the application is based, the project title for the current application, proposed start
and end dates of the grant period and categorization of the project:

Original grant ID: Please select the appropriate grant id for the original, and still
active, grant using the drop-down. If the grant is not in the list, please select
“Application not in LEOnora” and enter the ID manually in the “Input original grant
ID” field that appears.

Original grant ID application: If the application for the currently funded project is
not available in LEOnora, please use this field to upload a PDF-version of the
application.

Project title: A short, concise title for the proposed work

Proposed start and end dates: Please indicate your preferred start and end dates
of the project (both days included and a combined maximum of 2 years). Please
bear in mind that the earliest possible grant period start date for this call is 1
January 2024.

Project type: Please indicate the overall category of the proposed project:

Main research area of proposal (maximum 250 characters): Please briefly describe
the high-level research field of the proposal.
 

Section 3, Project details: In this tab, you present your project proposal. Please adhere to
the guidance indicated under “Application content” above.

Section 3a, Appendices: Please upload all mandatory documents as PDF files (.PDF). See
section “Mandatory appendices” above for specific requirements.

In addition to the mandatory documents, you can upload up to four (4) figures in support
of the application either through the regular upload field as PDFs or through the Image
Upload Field (.jpg or .png format only). Please ensure sufficiently high resolution for
proper evaluation. Please add figure number and legend or caption to each figure.

Basic research
Translational research
Clinical research
Epidemiological research
Technology development
Other (Save and specify in text box)
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Section 4, Project participants: 

Project group member(s): Please include all active participants of the project who
will be benefiting directly from the funding, excluding the main applicant. A one-
page mandatory CV must be uploaded as a PDF file under “Project group member
CV(s)” for everyone listed here.

Project affiliations: Should include all contributing project partners not benefiting
directly from the grant. Not mandatory and should only be included if relevant for
the application.

Section 5, Requested budget:

Detailed budget: Please provide a budget for all direct costs in DKK for the
proposed grant period, specifying budget year, type of funding, requested
amount, and funding source. You also have the option to include a brief, high-
level description of the individual budget posts.

Additional information: Here, you must specify if you would like to request
administrative costs as part of the budget (up to 5% of the total direct costs).
Press “Save draft” again after specifying a percentage to update the budget
calculations. 

Please also add information on the total number of people to receive salary from
the LEO Foundation during the project and add an estimate of the average annual
full-time employees (FTE) for the project – e.g., if a postdoc works 100% and a
technician works 50% on the project, you should add 1.5 in this field.
 

Please note that the Serendipity grants are limited to a maximum of two years and up to
DKK 4 million in combined requested funding from the LEO Foundation (i.e., including
any requested administrative costs)

Note on salaries: The Foundation will not support salary posts that are already covered
by existing base salary or any other funding. If salary is requested for the main applicant
or others at the level of Assistant Professor or above who are existing full-time
employees, this must be accompanied by an explanation as to why this is necessary in
the “Salary for existing full-time employee(s) justification” field.

Section 6, Host approval and grant terms: By ticking the box you acknowledge that
your host organization approves that the project can be performed there, that your
project group member(s) and project affiliations agree to participate, and that you
have read and understood the current Grant Terms. 

https://leo-foundation.org/en/grant-terms-and-conditions/
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Submitting the application
Once you have completed your application, you can submit it by pressing “Submit”. It is
your responsibility to check the generated application PDF before submitting to ensure
that all sections are readable and that all mandatory elements are included. 

If any mandatory elements are missing, you will not be able to submit, and you will be
presented with a list of missing elements. Correcting the missing elements may take time,
so we recommend that you initiate and complete your application well in advance of the
application deadline. 

You will be notified by email if there are changes requested to your application or if any
decision has been made.



The LEO Foundation is one of the largest private funders globally of
independent skin research. The Foundation provides philanthropic
grants with the aim to support the best international research in skin
diseases and make Denmark a global beacon for skin research. 

Over the past decade, the LEO Foundation has supported independent
skin research with more than EUR 130 million.

www.leo-foundation.org 
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